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For immediate release

Children’s Museum celebrates cultural diversity

LONDON, ON –  It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…and Diwali and Hanukkah and Eid-al-Adha and Kwanzaa at the London Regional Children’s Museum.

On Tuesday, the Children’s Museum will unveil Celebrations, a new initiative featuring events, programs and displays that invite visitors to experience the traditions, stories, food and activities that make various ethno-cultural celebrations special at this time of year.   

With support from Landmarks London, the Walter J. Blackburn Foundation and the Ontario Community Builders, the Children’s Museum has hired Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and African-Canadian content specialists to share their experiences and celebrations with visitors, providing rich, authentic content and giving visitors a chance to interact with and learn from people whose cultural backgrounds are different than their own.
“London is increasingly a culturally-diverse community, and at the Children’s Museum we very much want to embrace and reflect that diversity,” says Children’s Museum executive director Tammy Adkin.  “We want all children to come to the Museum and see their traditions reflected in exhibits and programs.  Celebrations gives us an opportunity to share experiences, to learn from each other and to celebrate together.”

Celebrations public activities and school programs for junior kindergarten to Grade 6 classes begin Tuesday, November 20 and run until Sunday, January 6.  Special Celebrations events include:  Kwanzaa Celebrations on Sunday, November 25 from 10-2 p.m., Christmas Celebrations on Sunday, December 2 from 10-2 p.m., Hanukkah Celebrations on Sunday, December 9 from 10-2 p.m., Eid al-Adah Celebrations on Sunday December 16 from 10-2 p.m. and Diwali Celebrations on Sunday, December 23 from 10-2 p.m.
The Children’s Museum, located at 21 Wharncliffe Road South in London, is open Tuesdays to Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Admission is $6.  Children under two years old and members are admitted free.                                                                                                                                                                     
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For more information, contact: 
Tammy Adkin, Executive Director or Jo Jennings, Communications Coordinator
London Regional Children’s Museum   information@londonchildrensmuseum.ca 519-434-5726 (additional numbers for Tammy Adkin: home 519-284-2362; cell 519-319-5696)
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