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Letter from our Executive Director

For over 45 years, the London Children’s Museum has worked to serve children by providing powerful
play experiences. Because when children play, learning happens! Play-based learning is essential

to every child’s healthy social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development. It is how they

gain confidence, build resilience, refine critical thinking, and develop problem solving skills. Most
importantly, play allows children and families to share in the inherent joy of learning!

The London Children’s Museum’s mission has remained unchanged over our decades-long history.
However, the last twelve months has been a time of exciting and bittersweet transitions; of both
meaningful firsts and sentimental lasts. October marks my first anniversary as Executive Director of the
London Children’s Museum. | consider it an incredible honour to continue serving this organization’s
mission and the children and families in our community.

This month also signifies the beginning of our last year at 21 Wharncliffe Road South. This building

has been our beloved home for over forty years. | know our members, visitors, staff, volunteers, and
community members look forward to celebrating the years of learning and laughter that have filled this
space. Over the next year, we will commemorate our time here with opportunities for the community
to share their stories, memories, and experiences of 21 Wharncliffe Road South.

Our biggest adventure lies just ahead - at our new home, 100 Kellogg Lane. | am thrilled to share
that we are in the third and final construction phase of the project, which includes base build,
exhibit fabrication, and exhibit installation. The London Children’s Museum is well into a $23 million
fundraising campaign, with just over $18 million raised to-date. A $5 million Community Phase of the
campaign will complete our journey to our new home and make our community’s vision for a new
London Children’s Museum a reality.

The London Children’s Museum is needed now more than ever. The challenges of the last few years
have put families under significant stress and financial pressures, leaving fewer opportunities for
children to simply play and be children. The London Children’s Museum has an important role to

play in ensuring children have access to learning opportunities that support their healthy growth and
development. Our future home at 100 Kellogg will help us do just that — meet the critical needs of even
more children and families.

We are thankful to every supporter who has helped us along this journey. Your belief in our mission will
allow children to access powerful play experiences for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Kate Ledgley, Executive Director
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Play is essential to every child’s healthy growth and development. It is how they indulge
their curiosity, develop problem solving skills, and build resilience. It is also how they
learn about themselves and the world around them. Simply put - play matters!

The London Children’s Museum curates powerful play experiences through immersive
environments, authentic materials, and meaningful relationships. As a champion for
children, we advocate for their unique perspectives, contributions, and ways of learning.

Vision

A community where children’s voices are honoured, play is valued, and lives are
transformed by a love of learning.

Values

Listen Closely Include Everyone

We listen to our community and prioritize We ensure equitable access to play through

children’s voices as the primary consideration collaboration with community partners, and

in our decision making. the continuous evaluation of our programs,
services, and structures. We foster a sense

Be Awesome of belonging by building a welcoming and

. inclusive environment for all ages.
We acknowledge the innate strength, g

competence, and capability of each person.
We value diverse perspectives and encourage Dream Big

people to be their authentic selves. We celebrate innovative ideas, risk-taking,

and continuous growth. We challenge

Stay Curious ourselves and others to reimagine
We encourage wonder, discovery, and possibilities.
creativity, empowering individuals to take
charge of their own learning. Have Fun

We share in the inherent joy of play.
Be Helpful Joy oT Py

We recognize and respond to the needs of
those around us, both inside our walls and
out in our community.
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2022-2023

at the London Children’s Museum

Visitors Exhibits
107,000 8 Exhibits | 6 Installations

Total number of children and caregivers served Interactive exhibits offer engaging learning

through exhibits, programs, field trips, day camps, experiences for children age 0-9 and their caregivers.

outreaches, and more! Support provided by Canada Life and Canadian Space
Agency.

STEAM Collections
15,600 Participants 7,000 Artifacts

STEAM programs encourage visitors to develop Authentic objects and artifacts offer children a look
critical thinking skills, while exploring Science, into the past and spark questions about the future.
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math.

Support provided by 3M Canada.

Education Programs

In the Classroom

8,471 students reached in their classrooms
7,624 students participated in subsidized programs

Education Programs bring hands-on learning directly to students
in their classrooms.

At the Museum

3,128 students participated in on-site field trips
136 interactive programs delivered

Education Programs at the London Children’s Museum provide
students with immersive, play-based learning experiences.
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2022-2023

at the London Children’s Museum

Early Years
4,160 Early Learners

Early Years programs offer a safe and secure space
where early learners develop essential social,
emotional, physical, and cognitive skills.

Day Camps
1,153 Campers
43 Subsidies Provided

Each unforgettable day camp includes hands-on
activities designed to engage children’s minds,
muscles, and imaginations.

Camp subsidies made possible by Susanne and Marty
Thrasher and generous supporters.

Ovutreach
2,737 Community Members
132 Outreaches

Outreaches bring play-based learning from the London
Children’s Museum to community members throughout
the region.

Learning Garden
18 Engaging Programs

From planning and planting to pruning and harvesting,
the Learning Garden invites visitors to explore the
outdoors.

Support provided by TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation.
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2022-2023

at the London Children’s Museum

Special Events
1,566 Visitors Celebrated

Annual events like BOOseum and New Year’s Family
Celebration help families make meaningful and lasting
memories.

Thank you to all of our event sponsors!

Volunteers

42 VVolunteers contributed
1,525 Hours

London Children’s Museum volunteers are very special
people who provide powerful learning experiences to our
visitors.

Youth Council

12 Members
13 Leadership Opportunities

Youth Council members gain valuable volunteer experience
while supporting events, providing feedback, and setting
their own goals!

Support provided by Canada Life.



“It is very inspiring when kids are shown something that seems so complex in a tangible
manner, at their level of learning. We have been coming to the museum since my
oldest was a toddler, and my husband also came to the museum as a kid and has great
memories. | think the museum is so magical for children. It makes me happy to see that
our community fosters early learning. | hope the museum continues to inspire children

for generations to come.”
London Children’s Museum Member
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Access to Play

The London Children’s Museum is committed to creating equitable access to play.
We understand that every child, regardless of economic circumstance, deserves
access to extraordinary hands-on learning experiences. Through our robust
subsidy program, we provide subsidized access to our programs and services.

19,039 9,422

visitors received free admission children and their grown-ups played
during TD Free Family Fun Night

270 377

families provided with subsidized visitors supported during Sensory
memberships and unlimited play Friendly Evenings

294 1,640

attendees from 12 community newcomers provided with free
organizations provided with a admission and community-based
free evening of play and learning learning experiences

Thank you to our donors for supporting equitable Access to Play!
City of London, TD, Westminster College Foundation, EllisDon, CIBC Foundation, Dr. Robert and
Joan Boyce, S.M. Blair Family Foundation, and Intact Insurance Company

“Mly child has loved the London Children’s Museum since he was a toddler and we have been
avid members ever since. As a working single mother, | was worried about how | would afford

day camp. I’'m so thankful - the camp subsidy allowed my son to have a wonderful active
summer in a place that he loved.”

Day Camp Subsidy Recipient
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“I find myself teary-eyed and speechless with gratitude at the
London Children’s Museum. My goals of increasing both of
my speech-delayed children’s language, social, and physical

skills have been a complete success this year. At the London
Children’s Museum, they are safe to run and explore exhibits
and activities. They have gained many insights through

the hands-on resources they encounter. | continue to seek
experiences that create resilience and confidence while
keeping their hearts and minds open, curious, and awe-filled.”

London Children’s Museum Member




Staff Team 2022-2023

Ammar Alzureiqi
Victoria Austin
Daniela Beckett
Eva Bortolussi
Tashi Broadbent
Hailey Brooks
Rowan Brunet
Kaylee Cabrera
Jessie Collins
Amanda Conlon
Lauren Daniel
Jeremy Davey
Jocelyn Douglas
Vanessa Eastmure
Tyler English
Jamie Fenton

Mitchell Gregory
Jessica Guitard
Nicole Hibbs
Karissa Hill
Nathan Holbert
Kate Ledgley
Quinnesha Leslie
Erika Lorenz
Inaara Maniji
Celine Medeiros
Emma Morine
Andrew Moore
Erica Morrison
Abby Natterer
Kate Newell
Mira Noordermeer

Board of Directors

2022-2023

Jeff Armour | Chair

Emily Schinbein | Vice Chair
John Riddell | Secretary
Michael Bain | Treasurer

Erin Ackles-Pennington
Joannah Campbell
Anna Creery

Anand Desai

Neil James

Susan McGugan

Lisa Schellenberg

Kate Ledgley | Executive Director
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Andera Novak
Breanna Peesker
Noah Phibbs

Jenn Power

Nicole Puchala
James Richards
Kyla Roesner

Andy Romanchik
Leila Russell Brown
Jacinta Silveira-Wojtowicz
Mallory Springer
Lindsay Sutton
Anita Tran
Christine Walker




Financial Highlights

2023 Total Revenue:
$1.83M

58%

Earned Revenue

42%

Contributed Revenue

Fiscal Year Ending August 31, 2023
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We’ve been on a big journey.

One that took us to a place long ago, to the Arctic, through caves, into outer space, and
back to the street where we live.

And really, our journey is just getting started. Because we’re planning for our biggest
adventure yet.

It’s time for us to head for home. Our new home at 100 Kellogg Lane.

This state-of-the-art educational and cultural destination will occupy 36,000 square feet
on the fourth floor of 100 Kellogg, London’s historic Kellogg’s cereal factory. It is centrally
located, easily accessible, and has an open concept layout, 21-foot ceilings, ample
parking, and an outdoor rooftop space. It will provide more interactive play, innovative
exhibits, and shared spaces where children and families can learn and grow.

We thought long and hard about what we wanted and you helped us do that. The new
London Children’s Museum is the result of input from over 500 children, families, and
community members. Years of thoughtful consultations, workshops, surveys, interviews,
dream camps, and in-depth conversations have informed every step of the planning

and design process. From the floor plan to exhibit themes, the new London Children’s
Museum is a museum designed for children, by children.
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Our Journey Home

The London Children’s Museum is entering the third and final construction phase of the
project, which includes the base build and exhibit fabrication and installation. This final
phase is expected to be completed in Fall 2024.

Our new space allows us to roam more freely, have new experiences through interactive
exhibits, and make sure all families can share in these important moments. It will be

a place where we celebrate childhood, where curiosity can grow into confidence, and
where we capture more memories with our families.

So let’s complete this journey the way we started it — together.

Join the journey.

londonchildrensmuseum.ca/our-future-home
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Thank You To Our Donofs v f

100 Kellogg Lane

3M Canada Company

Margaret Allen

Nicole Archibald

Yvonne Archibald

Jeff Armour

Ashby Family

David and Marian Atkinson

Auburn Developments Inc.

Angie Baer

Barbara Bain

Michael Bain

Don and Heather Barclay

BlueStone Properties Inc.

Donna and Robert Bourne

Robert and Joan Boyce

Brian and Heather Semkowski
Family Foundation

Patricia Bridge and Nevel Jones

Calvin Lee & Associates

Canada Life

Canada Summer Jobs

Canadian Museums Association

Canadian Space Agency

Carlyle Peterson Lawyers, LLP

Nancy Carson

CEM Engineering

Ann Chambers

The Charles H. Ivey Foundation

Melissa Chin and Joe Yu

CIBC Foundation

The Cipher Investment Club

The City of London

Alecia Clary

Marie Louise Cleary

James Clement

Diana and Charles Coates

Erin Coates

Paul Cocker and Trish Fulton

Conseil de la coopération de
I’'Ontario

Clarence and Jessica Covey and
Family

Brian and Maureen Cunliffe

Susan Currie

Laura Cuthbertson

Dario D’Onofrio
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Dairy Farmers of Ontario (local
Dairy Producer Committees)

Davis Martindale

Noreen De Shane

Anand Desai

Lois Didyk

Angelina DiFruscia

Dillon Consulting

Lynne and Joe DiStefano

John Dubois

Dorothy Duncan

James and Catherine Dunlop

Rita Durman

Eleanor and John Graham
Foundation at London
Community Foundation

EllisDon

Rosie English

Estate of Carol Jean Johnston

Farhi Holdings Corporation

FCC

Federations of Agriculture

Bruce Fielding

Pat Finch and Family

Ann Fleming

Charles Forret

Anne Marie Fraraccio

Gallagher

The GenAction Initiative, funded
by the Government of Canada

Gerald C. Baines Foundation

Keith and Cathy Gibbons

Beth Girvan

Felicia Goldstein

Kathie and John Gonder

Good Foundation Inc.

Ann and Don Gordon

Government of Canada through
the Department of Canadian
Heritage

Government of Canada
through the Federal Economic
Development Agency for
Southern Ontario

Government of Canada’s
Community Services Recovery
Fund

Government of Ontario

Chris Graham

Elise Graham

Connie Halbert

Norma Halbert

Jo-Anne Hammond

Alison Hannay

Penny Harman

Shaundra Harnish and Family

Mary Harrison

Anita and Joe Haasen

Shane Heighton

Hooper Family Fund at London
Community Foundation

Lori Ann Horley

Laurie Huang and Family

Jenna Hutchison

Ingreen Valley Foods Co-operative
Inc.

Intact Insurance Company

J.A. Macdonald (London) Limited

JMP Solutions

Johansen-Larsen Foundation

Carol Johnston

Craig Johnston

David Johnston

Haley Johnston

Jeffrey Johnston

Kelley Johnston

Jennifer Kay

Mary Ellen Kirk

Kiwanis Club of Middlesex
(London) Inc.

Kirsten Knight

Gerald Knowlton

Gary and Mary Margaret Koreen

Yira Korte

Donna Kotsopoulos

Susan and Nick Koutsoukis

Robert and Mary Lake Collins

Larry G. Myny Fund at London
Community Foundation

Lawless Family Charitable
Foundation

Heather Lawrence

The Lawson Foundation

Elizabeth Ledgley



Thank You To Our Donors

Kate Ledgley

Laura Lequay

Libro Credit Union

Kate Licastro

LIUNA Local 1059

Peter Lochead

London Major Appliances

London Property Management
Association

London Regional Children’s
Museum Founders’ Fund at
London Community
Foundation

The Luchenski Family

Nicole Lui

Dennis and Sharon Lunau

Kathleen Lyons

Laura Lyons

Svetlana MacDonald

Beth Malcolm

Brenda and Doug Mason

Kelsey Masterman

Louise Mauffette-Leenders

The McConnell Foundation

Shawn McConville

McCormick Canada

Emily McDonald

Alex McDonnell and Erica Howes

Nevin McDougall & Nicole
Kushner

Brian McGorman

Marlene McGrath and Graham
Porter

Susan McGugan

Stuart and Nancy Mclnnes

Barbara McLeod

Connie Medeiros

The Melito Family

Mary Melito

Brian Mills

Heather Mills

The Mitchell and Kathryn Baran
Family Foundation

Glynnis Morgan

Kendra Morgan

Trish and Fred Muldowney-Brooks

Helen and Irene Muldowney

Michael Muldowney

Catherine Murray

Nerds On Site

Donna Newcombe

Nicolucci Dentistry Professional
Corporation

Mira Noordermeer

Xavier Noordermeer

Millie Norry

Nortera

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable
Processors Association

Ontario Trillium Foundation

Stéphane Ouellet

Gail Partridge

Michael Pearce

Jocelyn Pearson

Andrew and Rosa Peat

Paul and Lesley Pergau

Eric Pfisterer

Phoenix Services Solutions

Alan Pomfret

Nancy Poole

Nicole Puchala

Bill Querney

John Querney

Richard and Vivien Querney

Tom Querney

Retired Women Teachers of
Ontario, London-Middlesex
Branch

John Riddell

Barbara Ritchie

Kerry Robbins

Judith and Wilson Rodger

Joanne Ross

Rotary Club of London-Lambeth

Rachel Ryan

S.M. Blair Family Foundation

Pam Samuels

Sariffodeen Family

Patricia Savage

Lisa Schellenberg

Emily Schinbein

Lara Schneider

Scotiabank

Brenda Scott

Wendy See

Melissa Shepherd

Shelly and Bob Siskind

Kathleen Slaughter

Smith Family Foundation

Geoff Smith

Jeff Sonser

Natalie and Arnie Spoozak

Elizabeth Spracklin

Andrew and Helen Spriet

Start.ca

Tom Stephens

Susanne Sutherland

Lindsay Sutton

Sunali Swaminathan

Takla Foundation

TD

TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation

Melinda Tekare

Andrew & Noah Tepperman
& the staff at Tepperman’s

John Thompson

Anne Thomson

Mary Thomson

Susanne and Marty Thrasher

Ava and James Tomlinson

The Tricar Group

Bill and Mary Ann Tucker

Harry Van Bavel

Mark and Louise Vandenbosch

Vanderwesten & Rutherford
Associates Inc.

Helga Von Der Recke

Christine and Scott Walker

The Walter J. Blackburn
Foundation

Annette Watson

Western Libraries

Westminster College Foundation

John Whaley

Jane and Owen Williams

Samantha and Mark Woodward

Katie Wuite

Randi Young
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